NAME_____________
THE EFFECTS OF
RECONSTRUCTION
ON LIFE IN VIRGINIA
VS.8a

_____________________
• The years following the ________ _______ were

_______ ones for Virginians. This period of U.S.
history is known as _______________. During
Reconstruction Congress passed laws to help
____________ the nation and bring the
__________ states back into the ________.

Questions
• What was this period of history called?
• _______________

• What did Congress try to do during

Reconstruction?
• ____________ the ____________ and bring the

______________ states back into the
____________

What problems did Virginia face during Reconstruction?
• Virginia’s ____________ was ____________ by the war.
• The first major problem faced by the state was a __________

______ ____________ to pay its __________. Virginia owed
over ______ ____________dollars. It had borrowed this money
to build __________, ____________, and ________________.
• To make matters worse, the ___________ printed by the
_________________ was now ____________ and southern
banks were forced to __________ __________ __________.

Questions
• What was ruined by the war?
• _______________ ________________
• What was the first major problem faced by the state?
• A lack of __________ to pay back its _____________
• What was the money printed by the Confederacy worth?
• _______________!
• What happened to the southern banks?
• __________ __________ __________ __________

___________ __________ in ______
• The war had left much of __________ in

__________. State leaders wanted to
____________ but they had _______
__________. ____________,
____________, ____________, and
________________ laid in ruin. __________
had been _______________ and there was
no money to __________ or ________
________ to replace the _________
__________ ____________. Unfortunately,
this presented a _________ __________.
Millions of freed African Americans were now
in need of ___________, __________,
__________, ___________, and
__________.

Questions
• What left Virginia in ruins?
• _______ __________ ________
• What was destroyed by the war?
• _____________, _____________, _____________,
___________
• What was another problem due to the war?
• Millions of ____________ ____________
_____________ were in need of ____________,
____________, _____________, ____________, and
_____________

What steps were taken to resolve some of
the state’s problems?
• ____________, as well as the

rest of the ____________,
needed help with its _________
of freed African Americans. To
handle this problem, ________
_______________
______________ was created.
This ________________
agency provided __________,
____________, and
____________ ________ for
freed African Americans in
Virginia.

Questions
• How did Virginia and the South get help

with the freed slaves?
• the _______________ _______________was

created
• What did the Freedmen’s Bureau

provide?
• __________, _______________, and

_______________ __________ for freed
African Americans and others in Virginia.

____________________
• A new system of __________________

called ___________________ was also
developed during _______________ to
help solve the _______________
_____________ caused by the war.
Farmers needed ____________ but they
did not have the __________ to
________ them. The solution was to
__________ ________ to poor white
farmers and freed African Americans.
These workers _________ on the
__________ and __________
____________. At harvest time they paid
their rent by giving the landowner a
__________ of their __________

Questions
• What was the new system of agriculture called?
• ________________

• Why was sharecropping developed?
• to help solve the ____________ ____________ caused by the war.

• What was sharecropping?
• It was when landowners would __________ _____________ to poor

white farmers and freed African Americans. These workers
____________ on the ____________ and __________ ___________.
At harvest time they paid their rent by giving the landowner a
____________ of their ____________.

